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Statement concerning P i s s ing  Ai rc ra f t  B17G 44-8624, W l o t ,  C.A., Colonel 
Frank P Runter Jr., 0-19083, Herdquarters 336th Bomb Group Hv on Combat 
Xisaion to Neusa, Gencany 23 Jamery 1345. 

We mre 2lyizlg nmber  tu0  i n  the low low element of the  lead Sq. 
As the  togg l i e r  couldn't  see the  lead ship very are11 becauee cf c o n t r a i l r ,  
I was watching f o r  bomb8 amy as a double check. 
ship was h i t  I would say about where the s t a r  is on the  under aiee of &?,;he 

r i g h t  wing, the  ring b r c h  o f f  and t h e  piece came back p a s t  us. (This 
measures about fifteen %et  frca the end of the r ing) .  
t he  ship f e l l  off t o  the r i g h t  crossing i n  f r o n t  of us. 
d m  shoe tro thusand. f e e t  and it had made about thrae-fourth.  of the 
f i rs t  spin. I didn ' t  see anyone ge t  out and m doubtful  i f  they could, 
because the ship seemed to be totally out of cont ro l .  

Rnen Colonel Hunter's 

When it was h i t ,  
I f o l l c r e d  it 



Statsneiit coacerning nissing Airc ra f t  317G 4&8&224, F i l o t ,  C.A., Colonel 
Fmak P m t a r  Jr, G - l Y W ,  i ieadqmrters 358th 3onb Gro%p Zv on Conbat 
k i s s ion  t o  :?BUSS, Gar;lany 3 Januery 1 ~ 4 5 .  

On the boplb run t tere xere dense pe r s i s t en t  c o n t r e i l s  fron OUZI o m  
group end j u s t  befcre  thz, lead s h i p  w9s h i t  ‘Ne crossdd behind mothe r  
group cut t ing  down v i s i b i l i t y  t h a t  much more. 
and it wtl:. apparant the fi& b a t t e r i e s  were track- the l e a d  element. 
I ssx $30 b u r s t s  exslode 3bout f i f t y  feat belox the  iead  sh ip  and at  the  
sma t b e  one exploded in o r  01: t h e  r i g h t  
About four t o  six Zeet of t h e  r i g h t  d n g  dis:-ppeazad a n t i r e l y ,  t h e  ship  
s t s t e d  E slow r o l l  t o  the  right and %hen CoEpletely upside down heeded 
s t r a i g h t  down. 
d t h o u y h  I c a l l s d  s y  b a l l  g u m e l  t o  -.ratch it ,  he could not  sick it up. 
I saw no c!mtes and t h e r e  xa.: no evidence of l i r e .  

The flak was v e r y  accurote 

t i p  Of’ t h e  lead s u p .  

Because of soor  v i s i b i l i t y  it was d i f i ’ i c u l t  t o  f O l l 0 1 7  and 

A . ? i  R “E-, 0-767666 

l i l o f  , 42-97317 1st L t ,  A i r  corps 



m t e m e n t  concerning missing a i r c r a f t  B17G 6-8824, Pilot, C .A., Colonel 
Frank P. E u n t e ~ ,  Jrc, 0-19085, l ieadquarten 398th Bomb Group Er on Combat 
H 8 8 i O n  t o  ?bU88, G e m ,  23 J- 1945. 

I was f ly ing  on Cof Hunter's r i g h t  *ing when it was s t ruck  by 
a b u r s t  of flak. 
i n s i d e  without ah&% any woke o r  flames. 
r i g h t  wing m s  h a c k e d  off near &r very near the ri&t landing 
l i g h t .  
seem t o  be any p s  in the aiT nor any t r a c e  of f lame.  
i n t o  a bank t o  the n g h %  and passed ilnder the nose of q ship.  From 
here on I was busy on t̂he bomb run and  saw nothing f u r t h e r  i n  regards t o  - 
Col Hunter'r a i r c r a f t .  

'phs s h e l l  seemed t o  en ter  the ring and explode  
I w u l d  say tha-r; tae 

AppareI?tly Col Ranter b d  drained his t o w ' s  f o r  t h e r e  didn't a 
ais ship r o l l e d  

--,- - ---b?.*.-.* 
V I -  -- =.* .-. -.._... 

9 JQHB E S I T E i ,  0-822834 
1st Lt ,  A h  Corps 
P i lo t ,  - 82-75 



Statement concsrning =issing Aircrrff 817G 4.4-8824, P i l o t ,  C.A. , Zoloxel 
A -  -& p W t e r  Jr., 0-13085, Z e e d g m t e r s  598th 3 n b  Grou? 3 on OoDbbut 
xisnion t o  Neuss, Germmy 2.3 Janllvry 1945. 

About one minute before bomb6 amy I neard our  p i l o t  ver interphone 
state that t h e  l ead  a b - p  had been b i t .  
The ahip appeared to bo about f i f ty  f e e t  b e l m  a t  ten- th i r ty  when I f i r s t  
saw 5.t. 
seemed t o  level o f f  a aecond or  two and then startod i n  what appeared t o  
be P cont ro l led  b-ng d i i e  t o  t h e  l e f t .  My turret  =a at 8 o'clock when 
I l o s t  e i g h t  of the  s u p ,  about one thousand f e e t  below, in the oontrails. 

Xy twret us8  fac ing  12 oqclock. 

A t  tbet t i m e  i t a  r i g h t  *Ing -B s t r a i g h t  up. Then the  ahiF 

EENhZTB I? CHESSRIB, 37486608 
S/Sgt, 6Mrd Eonb Sq 
Ea11 Turret  Gunner, 43-38631 



hbout one minute before  bombs away on t h e  nissiol? to Keust, Gemny 
23 Janua;.y 1945, I saw the  lead ship receive a d i r e c t  h i t  i n  t h e  r i g h t  
d i n g ,  aboilt half  way betrrsn t h e  number four engine mc t h e  end of the, 
wing. 
brcke o f f ,  arid the  ship s t a r t e d  i n  about a f i f t y  degree dtve t o  t k e  r i g h t  
gradually tu; .ling over on its back. I t  g l ided  d m  th i s  m y  f o r  about a 
thousand. f e e t  a x Z  then appearad to go i n t o  a slow barrel  r o l l i r g  spin. 
I s a w  it spin a r o u 6  about twice and then 1 baal t o  vstch for bombs away. 
5e was about t w o  tiicusand f e e t  below a d  to t he  l e f t  of us *en I iaot 
s a w  him. I ssa no one leave t h e  s h i p  an& thcre  appeared t o  be co fires.  
The ship had nat salvoed t h e  bombs when I l a s t  ssw it. 

The ship lurched t o  the  l e f t  upon impact, the  end of the  r i g h t  r i n g  

/ J / L .  
/ 

ROB3FtT &kHEUEZ, 36679736 
S/Sgt, 603rd Eomb Sq 
Togglicr, B 1 7 G  43-38562 



ROB?DfS i 3 C Y ,  0-772424 
1 s t  it, Air Corps 
Co-Filot ,  B17 43-38970 
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